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5HÁHFWLQJ� XSRQ� VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ�� becoming.a-
(thing)�LV�D�PRGXODU�DUWZRUN�³OLNH�D�VFRUH³�WKDW�
FDQ� WDNH�GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV��GLVSOD\�YDULDWLRQV� DQG�
YDULDEOH�HOHPHQWV��
7KH�IROORZLQJ�GHVFULSWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�YLGHR��
UHODWH� WR� WKH� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI � WKH� ZRUN� DW� LWV�
SUHPLHUH�DW�WKH�/LIH6SDFH�*DOOHU\�LQ�'XQGHH�LQ�
6SULQJ������
 
becoming.a(thing)�SUHVHQWV� LWVHOI � DV� DQ�DXGLRYLVXDO�
SHUIRUPDWLYH� LQVWDOODWLRQ�WKDW�DVVRFLDWHV�REMHFWV��
GDWD��DOJRULWKPV�DQG�KXPDQV��ZKDW�WKH�DUWLVWV�FDOO�
D�©&RQJUHVV�RI �$FWRUVª�
7KH� REMHFWV� LQFOXGH� VXFK� WKLQJV� DV� FRPSXWHUV�
�ORDGV�RI �WKHP��DPRQJ�ZKLFK�WKH�VXLWFDVH�VL]HG�
VXSHUFRPSXWHU� ¶:HH�$UFKLH·� >�@�� DQ� XOWUDVRXQG�
VFDQQHU�� 6'� FDUG�� DUWLFOHV�� ERRNV�� PLFURVFRSH��
PLFURSKRQHV��FDPHUDV��YLGHR�SURMHFWRUV�

7KH� DOJRULWKPV� HQFRPSDVV� VSHHFK�WR�WH[W� DQG�
LPDJH� UHFRJQLWLRQ� VRIWZDUHV�� XMountains� >�@� D�
IUDFWDO�WHUUDLQ�JHQHUDWRU�GHYHORSSHG�E\�6WHSKHQ�
%RRWK�RQH�RI � WKH�(3&&�VFLHQWLVWV� HQYROYHG� LQ�
WKH�SURMHFW��D�¶VWDU�H[WUDFWRU·�>�@�DOJRULWKP�XVHG�E\�
DVWURQRPHUV�WR�LGHQWLI\�VWDUV�DQG�JDOD[LHV�LQ�UDZ�
WHOHVFRSH�LPDJHV��D�ZHDWKHU�IRUHFDVW�VRIWZDUH�

7KH�GDWD�DUH�����DQ\WKLQJ�IURP�LPDJHV�WR�WH[WV��WR�
SLFWXUHV�RI �FHOOV�XQGHU�D�PLFURVFRSH��WR�DOO�NLQGV�
RI �PHDVXUHV�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�SRVVLEOH�LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�©ZHLJKW�RI �LQIRUPDWLRQª�WDNHQ�IURP�D�ORDGHG�
FDUG� RQ� D� KLJK� SUHFLVLRQ� VFDOH� DQG� RI � FRXUVH�
GDWD�PHDVXUHV�DERXW�KXPDQV�
7KH�KXPDQV�DUH�WKH�DUWLVWV�DQG�WKH�VFLHQWLVWV�WKDW�
WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�SURMHFW�RI �FRXUVH��WKH�PHFKDQLFDO�
WXUN� WKDW� GHVFULEHV� WKH� JHQHUDWHG� LPDJH� RI � WKH�
PRXQWDLQ�� EXW� DOVR� WKH� DXGLHQFH�� FLUFXODWLQJ�

EHWZHHQ� DOO� WKH� GHYLFHV� DQG� SURMHFWLRQV��
ZLWQHVVLQJ� DQG� �XQ�YRORQWDULO\� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR�
WKH�ÁRZ�RI �LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�GDWD�SURFHVVHG�

7KH� JRDO� RI � DQ� DOJRULWKP�� RI � D� VRIWZDUH�� LV� WR�
VROYH� D� VSHFLÀF�SUREOHP�� WR� SHUIRUP� D� VSHFLÀF�
WDVN�DQG�WR�GHFLSKHU�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�D�VSHFLÀF�VHW�
RI � GDWD�� (YHQ� PRUH� VR� ZLWK� VXSHUFRPSXWHUV��
$QG�ZH�UHO\�RQ�WKHP�WR�PDNH�VHQVH�RXW�RI �KXJH�
DPRXQW�RI �GDWD�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�SURFHVV�RU�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�E\�RXUVHOYHV�DQ\�PRUH��

:KDW� ZRXOG� KDSSHQ� LI � ZH� ZHUH� IHHGLQJ� WKH�
PDFKLQH�ZLWK�DQ\�GDWD��IRU�LQVWDQFH�DQ�XOWUDVRXQG�
LPDJH�RI �D�ZRPE�WR�D�VWDU�H[WUDFWRU"�:RXOG�WKDW�
VWLOO�PDNH�VHQVH"�)RU�WKH�PDFKLQH�DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�
WKH�KXPDQV"� ,Q� becoming a.(thing)� DOJRULWKPV� DUH�
IHG�ZLWK� XQH[SHFWHG� LQSXWV� DQG� WKH\� DUH� DVNHG�
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WR�PDNH� VHQVH� RI � WKHP�� 7KLV� RXWFRPH� LV� WKHQ�
IXUWKHU� SURFHVVHG� ZLWK� DQRWKHU� DOJRULWKP�� DQG�
VR� RQ�� (YHU\WKLQJ� EHFRPHV� D� GDWD� WR� IHHG� WKH�
PDFKLQH��XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�V\VWHP��WKDW�SURGXFHV�
RXWSXWV�WKDW�LQ�WXUQ�PD\�EHFRPH�QHZ�LQSXWV��LQ�
D�FRQVWDQW�ÁRZ��,Q�WKH�SURFHVV�KXPDQV�PD\�MXVW�
EHFRPH�D�¶WKLQJª�LQ�WKH�FRPSXWHUL]HG�VRFLHW\�RI �
¶WKLQJLQHVV·��

)RU� WKH� DUWLVWV�� ©ZKDW� ZH� JHW� LV� DQ� HPHUJHQFH�
RI � PHDQLQJ� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� KDYH� WKH� PHDQLQJ�
WKDW�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�IRU��7KH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�LV�WR�
UHDOO\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SURFHVV�RI �VHPLRVLV��QRW�RQO\�
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� LV� RQO\� DWWULEXWDEOH� WR� KXPDQV��
EXW� WKDW� DOVR� HPHUJHV� IURP� WKH� PDWHULDOLW\� RI �
WKH� REMHFWV� WKDW� DUH� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKLV� FRQJUHVV�
RI � LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� LQ� WKLV� SURFHVV� RI � PHDQLQJ�
PDNLQJ�� 8OWLPDWHO\�� WKH� SLHFH� LV� D� VHPLRWLF�
LQVWUXPHQW��D�WRRO�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�RXUVHOYHVª�>�@�

Resource

>�@�Wee Archie��D�5DVSEHUU\�3L�PRGHO�RI �D�VXSHUFRPSXWHU
KWWSV���ZZZ�HSFF�HG�DF�XN�GLVFRYHU�DQG�OHDUQ�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�ZKDW�LV�D�VXSHUFRPSXWHU�ZHH�DUFKLH
 
>�@�XMountain��D�IUDFWDO�WHUUDLQ�JHQHUDWRU�ZULWWHQ�E\�6WHSKHQ�%RRWK
KWWSV���VSERRWK�JLWKXE�LR�[PRXQWDLQV�
 
>�@�Star extractor software
KWWSV���ZZZ�DVWURPDWLF�QHW�VRIWZDUH�VH[WUDFWRU
 
>�@�The semiotics of  supercomputers, by Susan Fourtané 
KWWS���ZZZ�IHDWDUW�HX�LQGH[�SKS"LG ��
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1/ ExascalE computing

2/ REsEaRch goal

3/ towaRd ExascalE supERcomputing :  FEt hpc/high pERFoRmancE computing pRojEcts 

becoming.a(thing) : a Semiotic inStrument 
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Exascale computing is the goal to build a 
supercomputer that can achieve ‘the Exascale’, 
that is a million, million, million calculations 
every second. 
7KH�ÀUVW�([DVFDOH�FRPSXWHUV�ZLOO�EH�YHU\�KLJKO\�
parallel systems, consisting of  a hierarchy of  
architectural levels. 
Building such a computer demands researches 
LQ� PDQ\� DUHDV� VXFK� DV� KDUGZDUH� GHVLJQ��
programming models, algorithms & tools, and 
applications. 

1/ exaScale computing 
Key challenges for the Exascale includes energy 
HIÀFLHQF\�� XVDELOLW\�� SURJUDPPDELOLW\� DQG� DELOLW\�
WR� KDQGOH� GDWD� ZLWK� WKH� RYHUDUFKLQJ� JRDO� RI �
IXOÀOOLQJ� JUDQG�FKDOOHQJH� VFLHQFH� HQGHDYRXUV� LQ�
areas such as sustainable energy, climate change 
and the beginnings of  the Universe.
 
KWWSV���HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL�6XSHUFRPSXWHU
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7KH�JRDO�RI �WKH�UHVHDUFK�RI �([DVFDOH�6XSHU�&RPSXWLQJ�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�VFLHQWLVW�*HRUJH�%HFNHWW��
University of  Edinburgh (INTERTWINE)

KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y $-J.8EEJSSR

2/ reSearch goal
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7KH�DUWLVWV�YLVLWHG�VHYHUDO�)(7�+3&��+LJK�3HUIRUPDQFH�&RPSXWLQJ��SURMHFWV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�ODERUDWRULHV�DQG�IDFLOLWLHV��+RZHYHU��
WKHLU� UHVLGHQF\� ZDV� PRVWO\� ZLWK� WKH� ,17(57:LQ(� �,QWHURSHUDELOLW\� 7RZDUG� ([DVFDOH�� SURMHFW� DW� WKH� (3&&� FHQWUH� RI � WKH�
(GLQEXUJK�8QLYHUVLW\��KWWSV���ZZZ�HSFF�HG�DF�XN���

3/ a reSearch toward 
exaScale Supercomputing 
Fet hpc/high perFormance 
computing projectS 
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7KH�,17(57:LQ(�SURMHFW�RU�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�
SUREOHP� RI � SURJUDPPLQJ�PRGHO� GHVLJQ� DQG�
implementation for the Exascale. 

Resources

«the race toward exascale supercomputing 
targets 2020»��E\�6XVDQ�)RXUWDQp
KWWS���ZZZ�IHDWDUW�HX�LQGH[�SKS"LG ��
 
KWWSV���ZZZ�LQWHUWZLQH�SURMHFW�HX�

6FUHHQ�VKRW�IURP�,17(57:LQ(�ZHEVLWH��QRY��������
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1/ From the residency

2/ Art From supercomputing by nick brown (scientist) 

3/ conversAtion with the Artists And scientist: humAn priorities At exAscAle computing

4/ leonArdo Article About the project 
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(From the artists’s reports. Images © the artists)
 
,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI �RI �RXU�)($7�UHVLGHQF\�ZH�PDGH�YLVLWV�WR�GLIIHUHQW�VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ��+3&��FHQWUHV��LQGLYLGXDO�H[SHUWV�DQG�HYHQWV�

1/ From the reSidency
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&RS\ULJKWV�WKH�DUWLVWV�
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in july 2016��ZH�YLVLWHG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&HQWUH�IRU�
0HGLXP�5DQJH� :HDWKHU� )RUHFDVWV� LQ� 5HDGLQJ�
ZKHUH� GU�� 3HWHU� %DXHU� �(6&$3(�)(7� SURMHFW��
LQWURGXFHG�XV�WR�ZHDWKHU�IRUHFDVW�VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ��
WKHLU�HQVHPEOH�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�PRGHOV�IRU�ZHDWKHU�
IRUHFDVW� DQG� JXLGHG� XV� WKURXJK� WKH� ZKROH�
VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��FRPSXWHU�URRP��
GDWD�VWRUDJH�DQG�VXSSRUW�IDFLOLWLHV��
'XULQJ� WKH� VDPH� PRQWK� ZH� DOVR� YLVLWHG� WKH�
,5,6$� FHQWUH� LQ� 5HQQHV� ZKHUH� GU�� )UDQoRLV�
%RGLQ� �(;'&,�)(7�SURMHFW�� LQWURGXFHG� XV� WR�
WKH� VFLHQWLÀF� PHWKRG� RI � VLPXODWLRQ�� GLIIHUHQW�
DSSOLFDWLRQV� DQG� HVSHFLDOO\� WR� WKH� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�
DQG� VWUXFWXUH� RI � VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ� LQVWLWXWLRQV��
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�PRUH� JHQHUDO� SROLWLFDO� HFRV\VWHP��
+H� DOVR� LQYLWHG� XV� WR� WKHLU� FRQIHUHQFH� LQ�
6HSWHPEHU� WR� H[SHULHQFH� WKH� SROLF\� PDNLQJ�
SURFHVV�LQ�DFWLRQ�

in september 2016�� ZH� DWWHQGHG� WKH� (;'&,�
FRQIHUHQFH� LQ� %DUFHORQD�� ZKHUH� ZH� SUHVHQWHG�
WKH� )($7� LQLWLDWLYH� WR� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� RI � WKH�
FRQIHUHQFH��DPRQJVW�ZKLFK�ZHUH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�
IURP�DOO�)(7�+3&�SURMHFWV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV��7KH�
YLVLW�ZDV�D�IUXLWIXO�H[FKDQJH�RI �SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�
+3&��LWV�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��FRPSXWDWLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�
FXOWXUDO�IRRWSULQW�RI �DOJRULWKPLF�SURGXFWLRQ�

,Q� %DUFHORQD� ZH� DOVR� YLVLWHG� WKH� %DUFHORQD�
6XSHU�&RPSXWHU�WKDW�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�YHU\�VFHQLF�
ORFDWLRQ���LQVLGH�D�GHFRPPLVVLRQHG�FKXUFK��$V�D�
VXUSULVH�FDPH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�GHVSLWH�LWV�
FHQWXULHV�ROG�DSSHDUDQFH�ZDV�EXLOG�OHVV�WKHQ�ÀIW\�
\HDUV�DJR�³�DQG�LV�DV�VXFK�D�VLPXODWLRQ�RI �VDFUDO�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�
 
'XH� WR� RXU� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� ,17(57:LQ(�
)(7� SURMHFW� ZH� ZHUH� LQYLWHG� WR� MXGJH� DW� D�
VHOHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�EHVW�DQQXDO�LPDJH�SURGXFHG�E\�
$5&+(5� VXSHUFRPSXWHU��:H� EHOLHYH� WKDW� RXU�
VRFLDOO\�HQJDJHG�DQG�DHVWKHWLF�SRVLWLRQ�PDGH�DQ�
LQÁXHQFH�RQ�ÀQDO�VHOHFWLRQ��/LQN��KWWSV���ZZZ�
HSFF�HG�DF�XN�EORJ������������DUFKHU�LPDJH�
FRPSHWLWLRQ������ZLQQHU�DQQRXQFHG�

https://www.epcc.ed.ac.uk/blog/2016/11/15/archer-image-competition-2016-winner-announced
https://www.epcc.ed.ac.uk/blog/2016/11/15/archer-image-competition-2016-winner-announced
https://www.epcc.ed.ac.uk/blog/2016/11/15/archer-image-competition-2016-winner-announced
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2XU�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�VFLHQWLVWV��HQJLQHHUV�
DQG�)(7�SURMHFW�PDQDJHUV�ZDV�YHU\� VXFFHVVIXO�
DQG� LQVSLULQJ�� :H� ZHUH� LQYLWHG� IRU� YLVLWV� DQG�
ZHUH�YHU\�PXFK�ZHOFRPHG�RQ�DOO�RFFDVLRQV��HYHQ�
ZKHUH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SHUVSHFWLYHV��PHWKRGRORJLHV�
DQG�SUDFWLFHV�ZHUH�H[SHFWHG��ZLWK�FXULRVLW\�WKDW�
VSDUNHG�D�ORW�RI �LQVSLULQJ�GHEDWHV��0RVW�RI �RXU�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�UHTXHVWV�ZHUH�PHW�ZLWK�
VXSSRUW�� :H� HYHQ� JRW� IXQGHG� IRU� RXU� YLVLW� DW�
%DUFHORQD�(;'&,�HYHQW�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��
 
)LQDO\�� ZH� ZHQW� WR� RXU� PDLQ� UHVLGHQF\� YLVLW� DW�
(3&&�FHQWUH�LQ�(GLQEXUJK�ZKHUH�ZH�FRQGXFWHG�
WKH� ÀQDO� SKDVH� RI � RXU� UHVHDUFK�� ZRUNLQJ� RQ�
H[SHULPHQWV�� DUWLVWLF� LQWHUYHQWLRQV� DQG� ÀUVW�
SURWRW\SHV��

&RS\ULJKWV�WKH�DUWLVWV�
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'HVFULSWLRQ�RI �WKH�VHW�XS�RI �WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�SHUIRUPDQFH�DV�LW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�'XQGHH�LQ�6SULQJ������IURP�WKH�VFLHQWLVWV�
VLGH�DQG�SRLQW�RI �YLHZ�

KWWSV���ZZZ�HSFF�HG�DF�XN�EORJ������������DUW�VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ

2/ art From Supercomputing by nick brown
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&RQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ��ãSHOD�3HWULÿ��0LKD�7XUäLÿ��*HRUJH�%HFNHWW�DQG�$QQLFN�%XUHDXG��SRGFDVW�

$UWLVWV� ãSHOD� 3HWULÿ� DQG�0LKD� 7XUäLÿ� DQG� VFLHQWLVW� *HRUJH� %HFNHWW� WDON� DERXW� WKHLU� DSSURDFK� WR� VXSHUFRPSXWHU� DQG�
VXSHUFRPSXWLQJ�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�)($7�UHVLGHQF\��7KH\�IRFXV�DQG�DJUHH�RQ�WKH�SODFH�RI �FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DUW�DQG�
VFLHQFH�DQG�SXW�KXPDQ�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI �WKH�SULRULWLHV�

KWWSV���FUHDWLYHGLVWXUEDQFH�RUJ�SRGFDVW�KXPDQ�SULRULWLHV�DW�H[DVFDOH�FRPSXWLQJ�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�VSHOD�SHWULF�PLKDWXUVLF�
DQG�JHRUJH�EHFNHWW�

3/ human prioritieS at exaScale computing

https://creativedisturbance.org/podcast/human-priorities-at-exascale-computing-meeting-with-spela-petric-mihatursic-and-george-beckett/
https://creativedisturbance.org/podcast/human-priorities-at-exascale-computing-meeting-with-spela-petric-mihatursic-and-george-beckett/
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©�%HFRPLQJ�$�7KLQJ���$Q�$UWLVW·V�3HUVSHFWLYH�RQ�+LJK�3HUIRUPDQFH�&RPSXWLQJ��ãSHOD�3HWULÿ�DQG�0LKD�7XUäLÿ��Leonardo��0,7�
3UHVV

7KH� DUWLFOH� VXPPDUL]HV� WKH�SURFHVV� DQG�RXWFRPH�RI � WKH�)XWXUH�(PHUJLQJ�$UW� DQG�7HFKQRORJ\� UHVLGHQF\�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�QHZ�
PHGLD�DUWLVWV�ãSHOD�3HWULÿ�DQG�0LKD�7XUäLÿ�XQGHUWRRN�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI �XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�PDQLIHVWLQJ�WKH�DUWLVWLF�SRWHQWLDO�RI �
KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH�FRPSXWLQJ��+3&���$V�D�UHVXOW�RI �WKH�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�)(7�+3&�ZH�GHYHORSHG�D�FRQFHSW�OLEHUDWHG�IURP�
WKH�FRPSOH[�FRPSXWDWLRQDO�WHFKQLFLW\�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH��XQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI �PHDQLQJ�E\�DOJRULWKPLF�DJHQFLHV��7KH�
SHUIRUPDQFH� SUHVHQWV� D� congress of  actors� VHQVLQJ�� LQWHUURJDWLQJ�� DQG� LQWHUUXSWLQJ� HDFK� RWKHU�� WKHUHE\� SURGXFLQJ� DQ� H[FHVV� RI �
UHODWLRQ��LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KH�KHWHURJHQHRXV�FRQJUHVV�SHUIRUPV�DQ�H[SXOVLRQ�RI �LPSRVHG��DQWKURSRJHQLF��PHDQLQJ��
VXEVWLWXWHG�E\�DXWKHQWLF��DXWRJHQLF�VHQVH�DQG�QRQ�VHQVH�

 
�KWWS���RODWV�RUJ�IHDW�3HWULF�7XUVLF�OHRQBDB������SGI �

4/ leonardo article about the project
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Becoming a.(Thing),  Finding meaning Where There is none . . .
by Annick Bureaud

becoming.a(thing) : a Semiotic inStrument 
Špela petric and miha turŠic
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becoming a.(thing), 
Finding meaning Where there iS none ... 

‘Exascale supercomputing’ the word in itself  
is in-between utterly mysterious and slightly 
frightening, intimidating for sure. So is the title 
of  the artwork Becoming a.(Thing)�E\�ãSHOD�3HWULÿ�
DQG�0LKD�7XUäLÿ�

Humanity landed itself  on the Moon with less 
computer power than in the processor of  our 
ZDVKLQJ� PDFKLQHV� DQG� QRZ� ZH� ÀQG� RXUVHOYHV�
ZLWK�WKRVH�PDVVLYH�SDUDOOHO�FRPSXWHUV�FUXQFKLQJ�
info and data like soap bubbles but needing a 
whole power plant to power them and a glacier 
to cool them. Which sense does it make?
Supercomputing is runing after a fantasy which 
LV�EXLOGLQJ�D�FRPSXWHU�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�HTXLYDOHQW�
to a human brain. Of  course, the result would 
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QRW�EH�DQ�DUWLÀFLDO�KXPDQ�EHFDXVH�KXPDQV�KDYH�
carbon-based biological bodies and think also 
with/through them. Which sense does it make?

How do you create art with/about supercomputer 
and supercomputing? For sure the machines are 
gorgeous and make fabulous pictures but they are 
not truly directly ‘useable’ in/for an art project. 
3HWULÿ� DQG�7XUäLÿ·V� DQVZHU� SUHVHQWV� LWVHOI � DV� DQ�
DXGLRYLVXDO�SHUIRUPDWLYH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�

When entering the room we see a whole set of  
technical equipments ranging from computers, 
VFUHHQV� RI � DOO� VL]H�� ODUJH� YLGHR� SURMHFWLRQV��
microphones, cameras, some are more exotic 
ones such as a microscope and here and there 
some props like books or an ultrasound scanner. 
A dense mesh of  cables is connecting the whole. 

7KH� LQVWDOODWLRQ� LV� GLVSOD\LQJ� LPDJHV�� YLGHRV��
charts, texts, lines of  codes on some computer 
VFUHHQV��D�W\SLFDO�FRPSXWHU�YRLFH��HWF�
In short, it is something that looks familiar to a 
PHGLD�DUW�DXGLHQFH��6ORZO\��DV�ZH�PRYH�DURXQG��
ZH�JHW�IDVFLQDWHG�DQG�FDSWLYDWHG��7KH�GLVSOD\�KDV
WKLV� VHGXFWLYH� ÁDYRU� RI � FRPSOH[� WHFKQRORJ\��
+RZHYHU�� WKLV�GRHV�QRW� ORRN� OLNH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
but serious and meaningful, both in terms of  art 
and science. There is something to be understood.

Becoming a.(Thing) is based on the ground function 
of  computers that is processing data. But, instead 
RI �SURYLGLQJ� WKH� DOJRULWKPV�ZLWK� WKH�GDWD� WKH\�
are meant to interpret, any data becomes an input 
to any algorithm, the output of  which becomes 
a new input for another algorithm. Which sense 
does it make?

Making sense is precisely what is at the core 
of  supercomputing and of  Becoming a.(Thing), « 
Making sense in the (human) Animal and the 
Machine » to paraphrase a famous founding 
book of  cybernetics [1]. 
By focusing on exhibiting processes and playing 
on/with absurdity, Becoming a.(Thing) puts in 
the forefront how we are becoming unable to 
understand how supercomputers are making 
sense of  the (big) data we are feeding them with
and therefore how we are loosing or might be 
loosing our capacity to discriminate potentially 
wrong results and interpretations ; how, no 
matter what, computers are making reasonnable 

sense from any information ; and how, anyhow 
we do make sense of  anything. The nice thing is 
WKDW�HYHQ� LI �\RX�GRQ·W� ORRN�FORVHU�� LI �\RX�GRQ·W�
understand what is exactly going on in Becoming
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a.(Thing), it is still ‘working’ because as an audience 
you will project some sense or meaning onto it.

The artists are indeed adding a layer of  
translation and interpretation in this meaning-
making process as, in a metatheatrical way, the 
whole work is showing the process of  semiosis 
itself  emerging from the dance between humans 
DQG�WKHLU� LQYHQWHG�QRQ�FDUERQ�EDVHG�HPERGLHG�
languages.
Becoming a.(Thing) is a pure exhilarating pataphysical 
REMHFW�DQG�ÀQGLQJ�PHDQLQJ�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�
is, actually, a non-sensical meaningfull process.
Does it make sense? Yes.
 
$QQLFN�%XUHDXG��1RYHPEHU�����

[1] Norbert Wiener, Cybernetics: Or Control and 

Communication in the Animal and the

Machine, 1948
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0LKD�7XUäLÿ� LV� D� IRUPHU� SURGXFW� GHVLJQHU�ZKR�
KDV� VSHQW� WKH� SDVW� GHFDGH� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� VSDFH�
FXOWXUDOL]DWLRQ�� GHVLJQLQJ� ]HUR�JUDYLW\� GZHOOLQJV�
DQG�PDNLQJ�SRVWJUDYLW\�DUW��
 
ãSHOD� 3HWULÿ� KDV� IRUPDO� HGXFWLRQ� ERWK� LQ� QHZ�
PHGLD� DUW� DQG� LQ� WKH� ÀHOG� RI � QDWXUDO� VFLHQFHV��
:LWK� KHU� DUWLVWLF� UHVHDUFK�� VKH� SURGXFHV� SLHFHV�
UHIHUHQFLQJ� KXPDQLWLHV� DQG� DUWV� ZKLOH� ZRUNLQJ�
WRZDUGV� DQ� HJDOLWDULDQ� DQG� FULWLFDO� GLVFRXUVH�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�VSKHUHV�
 
KWWS���ZZZ�VSHODSHWULF�RUJ�

 

Špela petric 

& Miha turŠic
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